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S U N DAY,  D EC E M B E R  2 n d

S C H E D U L E  O F E V E N T S

CO N F E R E N C E  R EG I S T R AT I O N
LOCATION:   Burnham Of f i ce  –  2nd  F loor Grand  Ba l l room Foyer a rea

2 0 1 8  B O B  A DY S C H O L A R S H I P W I N N E R S  LU N C H EO N 
(I N V I TAT I O N  O N LY )
LOCATION:   O f f s i te

V E N D O R  D I S P L AYS
LOCATION:   GRAND BALLROOM FOYER,  2ND FLOOR

R A I S I N G  P R I VAT E  M O N E Y 1 0 1
PRESENTERS:   Rob  Radc l i f f ,  Manag ing  Pr inc ipa l ,  Resource  
Deve lopment  Group  &  Mark Bergethon ,  Pr inc ipa l ,  Convergent  
NonProf i t  So lut ions
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
Do you  have  a l l  o f  the  money you  need?   I s  i t  f l ex ib le  and 
fung ib le?   Does  i t  a l low you  to  be  c reat ive  and  innovat ive?   Are 
you  s t ructured  to  rece ive  and  manage  a  pr ivate  revenue  s t ream?  
Do  you  know the  bas i cs  o f  ra i s ing  and  ma inta in ing  pr ivate 
money?  Our two presenters ,  nat iona l ly recogn ized  in  the i r  f i e ld , 
w i l l  exp la in  why pr ivate  revenue  can  be  a  susta inab le ,  f l ex ib le 
and  use fu l  add i t ion  to  government  fund ing .   They w i l l  he lp  you 
understand  why a l l  EDO’s  shou ld  cons ider supp lement ing  the i r 
loca l  government  revenue  w i th  a  p r ivate  revenue  s t ream.   They 
w i l l  a l so  he lp  you  understand  the  bu i ld ing  b locks  o f  a  susta inab le , 
h igh ly-e f fect ive  pub l i c  p r ivate  par tnersh ip .  

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

R E I N D E E R  B E F O R E  U N I CO R N S
PRESENTER:   Dav id  O l l i l a ,  P res ident  and  Ch ie f  Innovat ion  Of f i ce r, 
Skypo int  Ventures  LLC
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
How F l in t  Mich igan  i s  chang ing  who has  access  to  innovat ion  and 
ent repreneur ia l  support  and  what  happens  when  you  do . 

11:30am
-5:00pm

11:15am-
12:45pm

1:30-2:30pm

2:30-3:00pm

S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  2 n d

7:00am
-5:00pm

8:00-9:00am

4:30-6:00pm

7:00-8:00am

11:30am-
4:00 pm

3:00-4:00pm

N E T WO R K I N G  R EC E P T I O N
LOCATION:   Look ing  G lass  and  Urban  B lue ,  3 rd  F loor
Jo in  us  fo r  network ing  w i th  a l l  o f  your Mid-Amer i ca  reg ion 
co l leagues !  
   

CO N F E R E N C E  R EG I S T R AT I O N
Located  in  the  Burnham Of f i ce 
2nd  F loor Ba l l room Foyer a rea .

V E N D O R  D I S P L AYS
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K FA S T
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I  and  Foyer,  2nd  F loor
Network w i th  your co l l eagues  and  v i s i t  our vendor 
d i sp lays !

CO N F E R E N C E  W E LCO M E  &  O P E N I N G  S E S S I O N 
“ T h e  C o l l a b o ra t i o n  S co re :   T h e  M i s s i n g  L i n k i n  S i t e  S e l e c t i o n”
PRESENTERS:   Chr i s  St rayer,  Mid-Amer i ca  EDC Pres ident  &  Les l i e 
Wagner,  Sen ior Pr inc ipa l ,  G INOVUS
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor 
S i tes  a re  o f ten  eva luated  based  upon  human cap i ta l ,  bus iness 
c l imate ,  ava i l ab i l i ty o f  rea l  es tate  and  costs ,  and  ut i l i ty s t rength/
rates…a l l  o f  wh ich  a re  important ;  however what  i s  o f ten  miss ing 
f rom the  matr ix  i s  how communi t ies  p repare  fo r  p ro jects  and 
how co l l aborat ive  they a re  amongst  themse lves  and  w i th  the  s i te 
consu l tants  ( i .e .  the  co l l aborat ion  score) .   The  miss ing  l ink  i s  the 
qua l i tat ive  nature  and  extent  to  wh ich  a  communi ty i s  fu l l y  a l igned 
w i th  i t s  economic  deve lopment  e f fo r ts .   A h igh ly co l l aborat ive 
communi ty i s  one  wh ich  has  an  agreed  upon  and  ho l i s t i c  approach 
to  bus iness  at t ract ion  and  retent ion .  

7:00am
-5:00pm

M O N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  3 rd



M O N DAY,  D EC E M B E R  3 rd M O N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  3 rd

9:00-9:15am

9:15-10:15am

2

10:15-10:30am

11:15am
- 12:30pm

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

P L AC E S  I  R E M E M B E R
Presenter :   Kate  McEnroe ,  McEnroe  Consu l t ing
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
Kate  McEnroe  has  been  one  of  the  judges  fo r  the  Mid-Amer i ca 
EDC Annua l  Awards  compet i t ion  s ince  2015 ,  a  s i te  se lect ion  and 
economic  deve lopment  consu l tant  fo r  over 25  years ,  and  a  l i fe long 
learner w i th  a  par t i cu la r  in terest  in  data  v i sua l i zat ion  and  e f fect ive 
market ing  techn iques .   In  th i s  sess ion ,  you  w i l l  l ea rn  what  l eaves  a 
l as t ing  (pos i t ive ! )  impress ion  and  what  doesn ’ t  -  whether on- l ine ,  
i n  p r int ,  o r  in  person .

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

CO N C U R R E N T S E S S I O N S

TO U R I S M  A S  A N  ECO N O M I C  D E V E LO P M E N T S T R AT EG Y
PRESENTER:   C la rence  Hu lse ,  Execut ive  D i rector,  Economic 
Deve lopment  Corporat ion  Mich igan  C i ty,  Ind iana  (EDCMC)
LO C AT I O N :   Grand  Ba l l room IV,  2nd  F loor
Tour i sm i s  one  of  the  fas test  g rowing  economic  sectors .  Learn  f rom 
Mich igan  C i ty,  Ind iana ,  and  how they a re  us ing  tour i sm and  smart 
g rowth  p lans  to  d ivers i fy the i r  economy by cap i ta l i z ing  on  natura l 
amen i t ies  to  at t ract  new investment  in to  the i r  communi ty. 

S K I L L S  V E R S U S  J O B S  –  W H AT D O E S  T H E  F U T U R E  H O L D  F O R 
WO R K F O R C E  T R A I N I N G ?
PRESENTER:   Teresa  Nort i l lo ,  CEcD,  Pres ident  and  CEO,  Nort i l lo 
Consu l t ing  Group,  Inc .
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room V,  2nd  F loor
Employers  Shou ld  Focus  On  Sk i l l s ,  NOT Co l lege  Degrees .  By us ing 
a  co l lege  degree  as  a  requ i rement ,  employers  a re  automat i ca l ly 
over look ing  peop le  that  a re  capab le  but  have  no  degree .”   - - -  B i l l 
Gates

With  the  combinat ion  of  low unemployment ,  the  fu r ther w iden ing 
sk i l l s  gap ,  and  the  acce le rated  path  of  automat ion  and  data 
exchange  in  a lmost  every indust ry,  economic  deve lopers  a re 

1
10:30-11:15am

st rugg l ing  to  at t ract  compan ies  due  to  the  lack o f  ident i f i ab le 
spec i f i c  sk i l l  sets .   Moreover,  s tudents  a re  be ing  prepared  for  jobs 
that  w i l l  not  ex i s t  when  they a re  ready to  enter the  work force , 
fu r ther negat ive ly impact ing  the  work force  p ipe l ine .  How then  do 
economic  deve lopers  ass i s t  w i th  deve lop ing  the i r  reg ions ’  work force 
sk i l l s ’  and  p ivot  to  market ing  sk i l l  sets  versus  jobs?

Us ing  ava i l ab le  f ree  on- l ine  too l s ,  we  w i l l  look at  t rans lat ing  a 
reg ions  occupat iona l  c lusters  in to  sk i l l  set  c lusters ,  and  d i scuss 
p rograms  such  as  Innovate-Educate ,  Work forceREVEAL ,  and  other 
p rograms  that  a re  focus ing  on  sk i l l s  t ra in ing  versus  job  t ra in ing , 
and  u l t imate ly show how you  can  imp lement  these  programs  in 
your reg ion .  A case  s tudy us ing  these  too l s  w i l l  be  presented  as 
we l l .

T H E  R E B I RT H  O F D E T R O I T
PRESENTER:   Rodr i ck  Mi l l e r,  P res ident /  CEO,  Ascendant  G loba l 
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room VI ,  2nd  F loor
In  Det ro i t ’s  heyday mi l l ions  o f  peop le  ca l l ed  Motown home -  i t  was 
the  b i r thp lace  o f  the  midd le  c lass  and  so  much  more .  Th i s  sess ion 
w i l l  pa int  a  p i c ture  o f  how and  why one  of  Amer i ca ’s  g reatest 
c i t i es  found  i t se l f  i n  severe  dec l ine  and  the  sub ject  o f  nat iona l 
debate .  Jo in  us  fo r  a  fasc inat ing  presentat ion  on  Det ro i t ’s  fa l l  f rom 
greatness ,  i t s  r i se  f rom bankruptcy and  i t s  return  to  prosper i ty !

A N N UA L AWA R D S  LU N C H EO N  A N D  A N N UA L  
S I T E  S E L EC TO R  S U RV E Y P R E S E N TAT I O N
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
Jo in  us  to  congratu late  the  2018  award  w inners  and  f ina l i s t s ! 
A l so ,  hear f rom Ron  Starner about  Conway Inc .’s  2018  Annua l  S i te 
Se lector Survey resu l t s !  

T h a n k yo u  t o  o u r o f f i c i a l  m e d i a  p a r t n e r !

          

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

10:30-11:15am

10:30-11:15am

12:30-1:00pm
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1:00-3:00pm

M O N DAY,  D EC E M B E R  3 rd M O N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  3 rd

6:00-9:00pm

7:00-11:00am

3:15-4:00pm
4:15-5:00pm

3:00-3:15pm

S I T E  S E L EC TO R  PA N E L ,  M O D E R AT E D  BY C H R I S  S T R AY E R , 
M I D - A M E R I C A E D C  P R E S I D E N T
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
Attend  th i s  sess ion  to  hear about  pro jects  and  t ips  f rom th i s  year ’s 
s i te  se lector pane l i s t s ,  as  we l l  as  opportun i ty fo r  aud ience  Q&A.

S i te  Se lector Pane l i s t s :
H   J im  Beatty,  NCS  Internat iona l
H   A lex  Fre i ,  CBRE
H   Je f f  Forsythe ,  Forsythe  &  Assoc iates ,  Inc .
H   Bob  Hess ,  Newmark Kn ight  Frank
H   Dav id  L igg i t t ,  datacenterHawk
H   Kate  McEnroe ,  McEnroe  Consu l t ing
H   Les l i e  Wagner,  G INOVUS
H   Ray Watson ,  US  Consu l t s

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

S I T E  S E L EC TO R  R O U N DTA B L E  D I S C U S S I O N  S E S S I O N S
S i te  Se lector Pane l i s t s  w i l l  l ead  two rotat ions  o f  roundtab le 
d i scuss ions ,  spec i f i c  to  the i r  top ics  be low.  

S ITE  SELECTOR PANEL ISTS/Meet ing  Room Locat ions :
H   J im  Beatty,  NCS  Internat iona l
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   Best  Ways  to  Market  a  Communi ty f rom a
  S i te  Se lector Perspect ive
  LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor

H   A lex  Fre i ,  CBRE
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   Labor Shortage  Impact  in  the  S i te 
  Se lect ion  Dec i s ion  fo r  FD I
  LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor

H   Je f f  Forsythe ,  Forsythe  &  Assoc iates ,  Inc .
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   D i s t r ibut ion
  LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room V,  2nd  F loor

H   Bob  Hess ,  Newmark Kn ight  Frank
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   Urban  Core 
  St rateg ies  re lated  to  the  Midwest
  LOCATION:   D i scover Meet ing  Room, 
  2nd  F loor

H   Dav id  L igg i t t ,  datacenterHawk
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   Data  Centers
  LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor

H   Kate  McEnroe ,  McEnroe  Consu l t ing
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   Work force
  LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room IV,  2nd  F loor

H   Les l i e  Wagner,  G INOVUS
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   Trends  in  Economic  Deve lopment
  LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room VI ,  2nd  F loor

H   Ray Watson ,  US  Consu l t s
  Roundtab le  Top ic :   L ight  Indust r ia l /Manufactur ing
  Locat ion :   Grand  Ba l l room I  -  I I I ,  2nd  F loor

B E V E R AG E  R I T UA L
LOCATION:   Rena i ssance  Ma in  Lobby,  1 s t  F loor 
Jo in  us  fo r  the  Rena i ssance  Ch i cago  Downtown’s  da i l y  
Beverage  R i tua l !   Today ’s  custom beverage  i s  i n  our honor –  
come t ry the  M i d - A m e r i c a  M e zc a l a r i t a !

A N N UA L S I T E  S E L EC TO R  S O C I A L / N E T WO R K I N G  E V E N T 
(I N V I TAT I O N  O N LY )
LOCATION:   O f f s i te
An  exc lus ive ,  inv i tat ion-on ly event  fo r  our 2018  go ld  and  p lat inum 
sponsors  and  th i s  year ’s  conference  s i te  se lectors !

CO N F E R E N C E  R EG I S T R AT I O N
LOCATION:  Burnham Of f i ce  –  2nd  F loor Ba l l room Foyer a rea

V E N D O R  D I S P L AYS
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

T U E S DAY,  D E C E M B E R  4 t h

7:00-11:00am

5:00pm



8:15-9:00am

9:00-9:15am

9:15-10:15am

10:15-10:30am

T U E S DAY,  D EC E M B E R  4 t h T U E S DAY,  D E C E M B E R  4 t h

10:30am
- 12:00pm

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K FA S T
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I  and  Foyer,  2nd  F loor
Network w i th  your co l leagues  and  v i s i t  our vendor d i sp lays !

M I D - A M E R I C A E D C  A N N UA L B U S I N E S S  M E E T I N G
PRESENTERS:   Chr i s  St rayer,  Mid-Amer i ca  EDC Pres ident  &  Jan i ce 
Karcher,  Mid-Amer i ca  EDC 1s t  V i ce  Pres ident /Pres ident-E lect
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor

I D E N T I F Y I N G  G R OW T H  C LU S T E R S  W I T H  B I G  DATA
Presenter :    Steven  Jas t ,  P res ident ,  ROI
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
C luster  de f in i t ions  a re  typ ica l ly  backward  look ing ,  top  down 
const ructs  that  o f ten  on ly represent  very gener i c  agg lomerat ion  of 
indust r ies .  Typ ica l  methodo log ies  a re  not  ab le  to  detect  emerg ing 
indust r ies  and  espec ia l l y  c lusters .  Th i s  sess ion  w i l l  exp lore 
how to  p inpo int  reg ions  w i th  un ique  combinat ions  o f  g rowth 
compan ies  that  l i nk  in to  s t rong  ex i s t ing  indust r ies  on  the  verge 
of  t rans forming  into  a  un ique  loca l  c luster.  We’ l l  a l so  exp lore  the 
va lue  o f  benchmark assessments  to  uncover the  un ique  se l l i ng 
propos i t ion  (USP)  o f  a  g iven  reg ion ,  as  we l l  as  the  importance  of  a 
we l l -deve loped  USP for  investment  at t ract ion  success  and  c luster 
deve lopment .

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:  Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

# W I N N I N G :  H OW WO R K F O R C E  A N D  ECO N O M I C  R E S O U R C E 
A L I G N M E N T W I N S  P R O J EC T S
PRESENTERS:   Horton  Hobbs  IV,  V i ce  Pres ident  o f  Economic 
Deve lopment  &  Amy Donahoe ,  D i rector o f  Work force  Deve lopment  - 
The  Chamber o f  Greater Spr ing f ie ld ,  Oh io 
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
Can  we  rea l ly  meet  the  work force  needs  o f  bus iness?  Learn  how one 
Oh io  Communi ty ’s  in tegrated  approach  to  work force  deve lopment 
i s  w inn ing  pro jects  f rom smal l  to  l a rge  inc lud ing  the  at t ract ion  of 
a  s i l i con  component  manufacturer that  has  p ledged  to  c reate  400 
h igh  pay ing  jobs  in  the i r  communi ty.  Th i s  in format ive  sess ion  w i l l 
demonst rate  how work force  and  economic  resource  a l ignment  IS  a 
d i f fe rence  maker.

N E T WO R K I N G  B R E A K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room Foyer,  2nd  F loor

T H E  R EG I O N A L ECO N O M Y- B L AC K  S WA N S  &  G O L D E N  G E E S E : 
S U RV E YS  O F S U P P LY M A N AG E R S  &  B A N K  C EO S
PRESENTER:   Ern ie  Goss ,  Ph .D. ,  MacA l l i s te r  Cha i r  in  Economics , 
Department  o f  Economics  and  F inance ,  Cre ighton  Un ivers i ty
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor
In  th i s  sess ion  Dr.  Goss  w i l l  d i scuss  resu l t s  f rom two month ly 
surveys  conducted  by Cre ighton  Un ivers i ty ;  one  a  survey of 
manufactur ing  supp ly managers  in  n ine  Mid-Amer i ca  s tates ,  and 
one  a  survey of  bank CEOs  in  ru ra l  a reas  o f  ten  Rura l  Ma inst reet 
s tates .   Based  on  resu l t s  f rom these  two surveys ,  Goss  w i l l  i dent i fy 
short-te rm and  long  te rm r i sks  (B lack Swans)  and  opportun i t ies 
(Go lden  Geese)  fac ing  f i rms ,  po l i cymakers ,  and  res idents  in  the  two 
reg ions .  Par t i cu la r  at tent ion  w i l l  be  pa id  to  t rade ,  in f l at ion  and 
interest  rates . 

C LO S I N G  R E M A R K S  F R O M  CO N F E R E N C E  C H A I R , 
N I CO L E  S E D L AC E K
LOCATION:   Grand  Ba l l room I  –  I I I ,  2nd  F loor

12:00pm

S a ve  t h e  D a t e !

M i d - A m e r i c a  C o m p e t i t i ve n e s s  
Co n f e re n ce  &  S i t e  S e l e c t o r Fo r u m
D e ce m b e r 8 -1 0,  2 0 1 9
Re n a i s s a n ce  C h i c a g o  D o w n t o w n

4

7:00-8:00am

8:00-8:15am



M I D A M E R I C A E D C . O R G

M i d  A m e r i c a  E c o n o m i c  D e ve l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l
1 7  S .  H igh  St reet ,  Su i te  200
Co lumbus ,  OH 43215

866-439-9172

t racey@assnof f i ces .com

jo n

The 2018 Mid America Competitiveness Conference and Site Selector Forum 
is recognized by the International Economic Development Council (IEDC) 
as a professional development event that counts toward recertification of 
Certified Economic Developers (CEcD).


